


ELL Reference Center – Product Overview

English Language Learner Reference Center is designed for
English language learners (ELLs) in schools & public libraries

• Foundation articles – core content, aligned to Curriculum

• Additional content – expands on concepts

• Search experience designed specifically for ELLs

• Text-to-Speech/Read Out Loud feature for all articles

• Suited for ELL researcher to use independently



About Course Crafters

• EBSCO Publishing has partnered with Course Crafters in the 
creation of English Language Learner Reference Center

• Course Crafters is a leader in the development of successful 
ELL/ESL  instructional materials for the ELL market since 1993ELL/ESL  instructional materials for the ELL market since 1993

• Authored/developed successful ELL products for Scholastic, 
LeapFrog, Berlitz & Harcourt

• Published the most comprehensive market research on the ELL 
market: The Course Crafters Guides to the English Language 
Learner (ELL) Market



Foundation Documents

• Foundation documents have been created to 
reflect age-appropriate interest levels

• ELL Reading Level – elements used include:

– Word usage– Word usage

– Sentence structure

– Sentence length

– Phrasing & grammar

• Illustrations, Images & Diagrams –
to solidify understanding



• Science

– Astronomy & Space Science

• History & Civics

– U.S. Civics

ELL aligns to Curriculum Standards
ELL Reference Center content was created to align
to curriculum standards used by most U.S. states:

– Earth & Environmental Sciences

– Life Science 

– Physical Sciences & Chemistry

– Scientists

– Technology & Applied Sciences

– U.S. History

– World History

– Canadian Civics

– Canadian History



• Literature
– Plot summaries

– Literary terms

• Life Skills

– U.S. culture

ELL aligns to Curriculum Standards
ELL Reference Center content was created to align
to curriculum standards used by most U.S. states:

– Literary terms

– Author biographies

– Canadian culture

– School & workplace skills

– Communication

– Health

– Money

– Transportation



Select a category
to begin browsing

the ELL content



Select a subject
and navigate to
a list of topics



Select a Topic
and start

your research



Read the
article to
start your
research



Explore other
content through the
“Build Background”

and “Learn More”and “Learn More”
links in the Related
Information section



Additional Content

Student Worksheets to Assist in Research

• Evaluating a Resource 

• From Notes to Outline 

• Taking Good Notes 

• Visual Organization 

• Writing a Thesis Statement 

• Writing a Research Paper 



Additional Content

• Choosing a Topic 

• Writing a Thesis Statement 

• Evaluating Sources 

Step-by-Step Research Guides for Students 

• Creating a Bibliography 

• Writing a Research Paper 

• Using the ELL Reference Center• Evaluating Sources 

• Writing a Topic Sentence 

• Taking Good Notes 

• From Notes to Outline 

• Visual Ways to Organize 

• Writing a Conclusion 

• Citing Sources 

• Using the ELL Reference Center

• Finding Articles You Can Read 

• Formatting a Research Paper 

• Searching the Internet 

• ELL Reading Levels and Lexiles 

• Related Information –
Build Background 



Additional Content

Licensed content from
other leading ELL publishers

• Capstone Press 

• Dorling Kindersley Limited • Dorling Kindersley Limited 

• Full Blast Productions 

• Walch Publishing



Features & Functionality

• Interface Navigation – Point-and-click browse 
through categories and subcategories

• Text-to-Speech/Read Out Loud – from 
Texthelp Systems, available for every articleTexthelp Systems, available for every article

• English Language Proficiency Limiters 

• Reading Level Limiters (Lexile)



Use the
Listen feature
to hear words
and sentences

that you
highlight



Thank You


